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 A special thank you to all of our Spiritual Life teachers for your 
dedication! We enjoyed celebrating your faithfulness to our ohana on 
our Teachersô Appreciation Day on May 29. Thank you to Richy, 
Alma, Pastor Darren, Pastor Mary, Wendy, Westley, Jonny, Jan, SN 
(not pictured) and Donda (not pictured). 

 

As a token of appreciation, Spiritual Life gave each teacher a 
personalized mug that reads ñWe give thanks to God always for you.ò 

1 Thessalonians 1:2 
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ñWhoever you are, and wherever you are on your journey of faith,  
you are welcome in this place.ò 
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ñJesus Christ is 

the same 

yesterday and 

today and for 

ever.ò 

Hebrews 13:8 

Senior Pastorôs Perspective: Does Society Think that 
Church is no Longer Relevant? 
 

 For several months now I have been tracking articles and resources 
about the challenges for the 21

st
 Century Church.  I have previewed video 

trailers and books in hopes of getting a sense of how churches today are 
dealing with the decline of church attendance across North America. The 
one thing I donôt want to do is to paint a ñdoom and gloomò picture or 
encourage us to make sudden changes in hopes of attracting more people. 
 First of all, let me demythologize the notion that a healthy church is 
a church that packs in droves of people every Sunday. Second, we 
shouldnôt be interested in the ñcopy-catò method of doing what others 
churches are doing to grow. The reason why is that it often means 
preaching a certain kind of theology or offering a performance-oriented 
worship service. The temptation is to become something we are not for the 
sake of numbers.  
 We do need to be concerned about the future of the church, but we 
must remain authentic. We must remain true to the ancestry of the church, 
and most importantly, we must remain passionate about who we are and 
what we are trying to do. 
 The harsh reality that has been true for at least the last three 
decades is that the church is not part of mainstream society the way it used 
to be. This is one reason people question the relevancy of the church. On 
top of that, the expectation for people to be in church on Sunday is just not 
present in society like it used to be and the twisting of our kidsô or 
grandkidsô arms does not work in the long run. 
 People need to be in church because they want to be here. They 
need to find their commitment to Christ and figure out whatôs the best way 
to live that out. That means there is a possibility that being in church on 
Sunday morning is not peopleôs first option or second option in order to 
achieve that. The question I have is whether we are willing to help them 
find those other options? 
 Jesus was always welcoming and showed that if you want to follow 
Godôs will, then you were part of the family (Matthew 11:28-30, Mark 3:34-
35).   To be continued... 

Honoring Grief: Creating Space to Let Yourself Heal by 
Alexandra Kennedy  

 

I just read two books by author Alexandra Kennedy. The first one 
called Honoring Grief (Published 2014) offers very short sayings and 
thoughts about grief. Often those who have suffered a recent loss are 

not ready to start processing grief by reading a bunch of literature, but this small book 
would be one way to break the ice. I found this book more practical than spiritual, but 
still helpful. The second book by this same author is called Losing a Parent. 
Unfortunately, it was mostly about suggested psychological methods to process grief, 
some of which Iôm not sure about, but the authorôs experience with grief was relevant 
in the sense that the author talks about the passing of her father and offers some good 
reflections. 
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Adult Formation with Pastor Darren 
Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room  
Wednesday mornings, 9:30 a.m. in the Board Room 
 Our class is discussing Jennifer Grace Birdôs book titled, Permission Granted: Take the 
Bible in Your Own Hands. Some of the chapters we are looking over are: What the Bible Is and 
Not, Two Creation Stories, What Really Happened in the Garden, Cover-Ups and Edited Stories, 
and Violence. 
 
Faith Walk with Pastor Mary 
Wednesday evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room,  
 Our Wednesday group is studying and discussing the communion of faith and science 
using the DVD curriculum ñPainting the Stars: Science, Religion, and an Evolving Faith.ò In each 
20-minute DVD session, we join with leading theologians and scholars and explore the promise 
of evolutionary Christian spirituality. Then, we spend time discussing what weôve learned and 
how it can enhance our faith. Join us!  
 
Adult Bible Study with Ginny Lum will resume on June 5. 
Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m. in Room  
Our  discussion based class reads scripture together to try to discover who God is, who we are 

and what we have to do with one another Φ 
 
Womenôs Study 
Sunday mornings, 9 a.m. in the Cry Room 

Our womenôs group is reading He Set His Face to Jerusalem. In our study, we are called 
to reflect on and pray about where we set our faces each dayé in our relationships, in our 
choices, when we see the oppressed, etc. Join us! 
 
LGBT Spiritual Life Group 
Our group for members and friends in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities, 
as well as straight supporters, will be meeting this month! Please contact Pastor Mary if you are 
interested in attending. 
 

Regular Sunday School Classes will be on break during July and August. We 
will be offering special artistic opportunities during this time. Stay tuned for 

more information in the July Mercury! 

 
 

ñDealing with Loose Endsò 
 

6/5   (Communion Sunday) Pastor Mary, ñWhen Love Getôs Knottedò Acts 15:36- 
         42; 1 Corinthians 15:33  
 

6/12 (Graduate Sunday) ñIs there Ever an End to My Stumbling?ò Ecclesiastes  
         7:20; Romans 5:8; James 3:2; Jude 1:20-22,24  
 

6/19 (Fatherôs Day) ñWhen Ends Donôt Meetò 2 Corinthians 12:9  
 

6/26 ñPreparing for the End of lifeò Hebrew 7:25; John 11:25 
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Spring Aha Mokupuni Report 
By Ed Fong, Aha Delegate 
 

The Oahu Associationôs, Spring Aha Mokupuni was held  Saturday May 7, 2016 at 
Makiki Christian Church.  At 8:30 a.m., Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Richard 
Kamanu and Makiki Christian Churchôs Senior Pastor, Rev. Wayne Ibara, lead worship.  
Conference Minister, Rev. Charles Buck, presented and dedicated the Youth Delegates 
going to the National Youth Event and their chaperones. There they will learn skills, 
knowledge, and leadership attitudes. The offering  taken was designated to their support. 
Rev. Ibaraôs message on his resent surgery was a great lead-in for the panel discussion 
following service. 
In the business session, the 2016-2017 officers and directors were elected and 

installed: Vice-President-Dawn Young (UCC-Judd St.); Treasurer- Darrell Kicker (Ewa 
Community); and Board members-Makana Lotta (Waialua UCC) and Rev. Jonathan Pak 
(Sr. Pastor Waiakeola Church). Scholarship Committee appointees are: Rev. Mary Herbig 
(UCC-Judd St.) and Lynn Zane (First Chinese Church of Christ). 
President John Stephens (Central Union Church) reviewed the proposed Bylaws 

changes.  The session was open for questions, comments and suggestions. 
Following the  panel presentation, ñBring the Light of Christ into the Shadow of Deathò, 

by the Reverends Dr. J.P. Sabbithi, Debra Bell and Cindy Au, the panelists lead several 
small group discussions: 
 Rev. Sabbithi -òDifficult Conversations in the Bible on End of Life: What  
 can we learn from themò 

 Rev. Bell - ñLegacy lettersò 
 Rev. Au - ñEngaging Difficult Conversationsò 
I attended Rev. Auôs session. Points I came away with: Be sensitive to the patient. Let 

their body language guide you in the visitation.            

Moderatorõs Report  By Roy Chang 
 

On June 26, 2016 the Board will hold its next and final 
informational meeting regarding proposed changes to the 
Bylaws. Proposed changes to the make-up of the Board 
and the Program Committees will be discussed.  Also to 
be discussed will be changes to voting percentages and 
the manner voting, among other changes. Copies of the 
proposed changes will be made available in the back of 
the Sanctuary. 
 
The following schedule has been approved by the Board: 
June 27- The Board will approve the final draft to be 
presented to the congregation. 
June 28-August 6 - Copies of the final draft will be made 
available in the back of the Sanctuary. 
August 7 - Congregational Meeting to vote on the 
Revised Articles of Incorporation and the Revised 
Bylaws. 

Family Promise 
By Wendy Mow-Taira 

 

We will be hosting Family Promise 
the week of June 12-19, 2016.  If 
every family would sign up for one 
thing just once per year to either: host 
a meal, volunteer to help set up or 
break down the bedrooms, or stay 
overnight, you would only need to do 
it once a year! Please sign up to help 
in one of these areas so that it would 
be supported by the whole church 
and not just a few families who do it 
every quarter.  It would be such a 
blessing to the families we help! Sign 
ups are available on before and after 
church today! 
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Another Beautiful Golf Fellowship 

River of Life By Wendy Mow-Taira 

   Royal Kunia Golf Club was the site for the most recent golf outing for 
members and friends of UCC-Judd and Nuuanu Congregational. 
   The weather turned out beautifully because Pastor Mary Paik of NCC 
prayed for the blessing. 
   Seventeen players and one rider were present on Saturday, May 21. Scores 
ranged from 81 to 121 and all had fun.  After 4 1/2 hours of golf and lunch, 
everyone left with new and reacquainted friendships and a prize. 
   Many thanks to those who donated items from UCC-Judd and NCC for 
goodie bags and prizes.  We look forward to the next golf outing...perhaps a 
"Nuuanu Challenge?"  Stay tuned... 

On May 11, the Mission 
Committee with a cadre of 
volunteers including Cynthia Lai, 
Yvonne Nakata, Kathy Sumida, 
Gwen Nishimura, Mike Jeong, 
Dwight Ovitt and Mason Wilson, 
cooked up Corrine Chuᾶs 
famous Chili recipe to serve with 
rice and toss salad to the guests 
at River of Life.  The Serving 
volunteers at River of Life 
included: Dwight Ovitt, Kenneth 
and Gwen Nishimura, Trudie 
and Mike China, Mike Jeong, 
Mason Wilson, Margie Mau, 
Brett Kurashige, Sandi Pohl and 
Charlie Chong, Steve Valentine 

and Howard Lesser.  Pastor 
Darren Galindo welcomed 
guests, provided the message 
and helped serve 185 plates of 
chili.  Wes Mow stayed back to 
scrub the pots at church. 
Though the volunteers were 
few, the work was mighty and 
the guests were satisfied!  
Corrine Chu contributed veggies 
and Nora Chong ï cookies. 
Mahalo to the crew that helped 
to serve dinner and if there are 
any volunteers that were 
forgotten, please know that your 
time was very appreciated! 
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Pali Preschool Recognition   
By Wendy Mow-Taira, Interim PPS Committee Chair 

On Sunday, May 15, the church family celebrated and thanked the Pali Preschool 
staff for their work with our littlest keiki by holding Staff Appreciation during the 
service. Director Nancy Moore and her staff attended the worship service. Teachers 
shared their years of service which ranged from a few years to 23 years or more. 
This was also the last recognition for Nancy Moore, who will be retiring after 17+ 
years of service. She will receive a nice parting bonus gift to help fund her future 
travel plans. Each staff was rewarded with a rose and a $25 gift certificate.  Nancy 
Moore was able to recruit 19 students who, with their parents, joined us for the 
service.  Those students, which included three from our own church family, brought 
smiles of joy to the congregation as they shared their gift of song.  They sang the 
Pali Preschool Song (Pehea ᾶOe) and The Joy of the Lord is My Strength (with hand 
motions!). They were a delightful addition to our service.   

Following the service, Pastors Darren and Don Asman provided a dedication for the 
newly renovated Preschool that included the Parish Hall, the teachersô preparation/
lounge area, the dumbwaiter, the learning resource room, the outdoor stairs from the 
ground floor to the playground and the expanded administrative offices.  Mahalo to 
all who provided the sandwiches, salads and sweets for the Pali Preschool staff. It 
was enjoyed by all! 

The Pali Preschool staff 

presented this aloha shirt to 

Pastor Darren during thier 

Tuesday chapel service as 

an end-of-the-year Mahalo! 



       
 

 
 

There are not enough words to express our gratitude 
for the many years of service (since 1998) from our Pali 
Preschool Director, Nancy Moore. As Nancy retires, 
she leaves behind many lives that she has touched and 
I am not just talking about the children. She has 
touched the lives of her teachers and the parents of the 
children as well. 
     On May 15th, we celebrated all of the staff of Pali 
Preschool during worship and also got to hear the 
voices of PPS children singing the songs The Joy of the 
Lord is my Strength and the Pali Preschool School 
Song. With parents and teachers present we gave 
thanks. 
     Nancyôs retirement represents not only the end of an era, but the beginning of a legacy that 
we hope to uphold and continue as we seek her replacement. 
     Nancy has agreed to stay through the month of June, as the Search Committee makes their 
decision on who it will be to continue on the high standard of excellence in education and in 
caring for others who came through the pre-school doors. 
     Inside the preschool doors, you'll see a picture of a tree that has a heart engraved into the 
trunk, it reads ñWe love Nancy.ò  From the family of United Church of Christ, we love you too and 
want to thank you for all that you have done and all that you have done that may never be seen 
because it is embedded in the hearts of others. Mahalo Nancy Moore, and God bless! 
 

On behalf of UCC-Judd Street,  
Pastor Darren  

Every week Pastor Darren visits some of 

our members. In mid-May he spent time 

catching up with Monroe and Susan. 

In Memory of Muriel Lee  
 

The longest standing member of UCC Judd 
Street, Muriel Lee, passed away at the age 
of 97, on April 22. A private service was 

held in our Sanctuary on May 19. We give 
thanks to God for her faithfulness and 

commitment to our church.  
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Thank you to everyone who supported 
our youth by purchasing a steak plate 
on May 1!  The fundraiser was a 

success once again thanks to all of our 
dedicated volunteers. We raised over 
$1,700 for our trip to the National 

Youth Event next month. 

 
Rehearsal for Tea Fundraiser 
On June 10, we will do a rehearsal for our June 11 Tea. 
We need as many volunteers as possible, so if you are 
interested in helping prep, we will be at the church from 
9:30 a.m.ï 3:00 p.m. 
 
Tea Fundraiser 
Our final fundraiser for the National Youth Event is on June 
11! We will be hosting a Tea for an outside group of about 
40 people. We need as many volunteers as possible! If you 
are interested in helping, please be at the church by 8 a.m. 
on June 11 to help set up. The Tea for the Womenôs group 
begins at 10:00 a.m. Tickets will be available for the public 
to purchase for a 2:00 p.m. seating. 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 
June 9-11 Aha PaeôAina 
June 10 9:30-3:00 Prep Day Tea Fundraiser 
June 11 Tea Fundraiser (8:00 Volunteers arrive, 10:00 Tea 
                    begins, 2:00 Tea opens to public) 
June 12 Graduate Recognition Sunday 
June 21 5:00 p.m. HI2NYE Meeting at Conference Office 
July 15 Final NYE Parent and Youth Meeting 
July 17 NYE Commissioning and Family Day Celebration 
July 23-30 National Youth Event Trip to Orlando, Florida 

By Rev. Mary Herbig 

     
   Graduate Recognition  
         Sunday, June 12 
If you know anyone who is 
graduating and would like to 
have them recognized please 
contact the church office as 

soon as possible. 

Thank you to 

Jonny Fong and 

our wonderful 

youth and 

families who 

made our 

beautiful 

Pentecost 

banners. We 

hope you take 

an opportunity 

to check them 

out over the 

next couple of 

weeks if you 

ÜÕêÙâMè ÕàæÙÕØí! 

Youth Class:  
For the remainder of our 

church school year, we will be 

doing topical Bible studies in 

our Sunday class.  

NYE 2016 Final Payment 

The final payment for the NYE 
trip (whatever your remaining 
balance was) was due to 
Seawind Tours and Travel. If 
you owe any remaining 
money, please contact 

Seawind Tours and Travel as 
soon as possible. 



Coming in JulyéóCreation, Creativity and the Holy Spiritó 
 

In the beginning, God created. The Holy Spirit flowed over the waters and 
God was inspired to create. It is a very part of who God is. We were 
created in Godõs image, so we too are inspired to create when the Holy 

Spirit flows over us.  
 

This July and August we will take a òSabbathó from our normal classes and 
take time as a church family to be creative together! We will have special 
music, guest preaching, and enjoy classes on painting, baking, and more! 

Watch for more information! Sign -ups for these special classes will begin in 
mid -June after worship service.  
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Advanced Hand Bell Choir 
We are excited to announce a new musical opportunity here at UCC- Judd! In addition to the 
regular Hand Bell Choir that meets for rehearsals after church each Sunday, an advanced 
hand bell group has started rehearsing. The Advanced Hand Bell Choir meets on Monday 
evenings at 6:30 for rehearsal and will soon also be ringing for church. If you are an 
experienced ringer and would like to join, please contact Maddie Young for more information!  

hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нф ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘΗ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ {!/ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ōǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ 

ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭŀǿƴΦ 
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Your birthday is a blessed event for 
you are Godõs gift. Your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ wish 
that your special day is filled with 
joy and happiness.     If we missed 
someoneõs birthday, please call the 

Church Office and let us know. Happy birthday 
from the Membership Committee! 

July articles are 
due to Joy by 

June15.  Please remember 
that ALL articles are 
limited to 250 words. 
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Summer Church Office Hours:  
Monday �²Friday  

10:00 -  4:00  
 

Office will be closed  
Friday, June 10 to observe 

Kamehameha day  

UCC-Judd Street 
Prayer List 

Hospitalized & Long -term 
Care:  

Mabel Chock, Kaneohe  
Gracie Mow, Kina Ole Estate  

   

    Jeannine Ark   Pearl Ma  
Stephen Bischoff   Mycah Muranaka    
Leslie Chan    Jane Oshiro  
Ruth Ching    Amy Pang  
Gary Ann Cordeiro  John and Rose Park  
Beatrice Ing   Chris Sasaki 
Rev. Harold Jow   Yoshiko Smallman  
Clayton Lau    Phyllis Valentine  
Nancy Lau    Sadie Wong  
Richard K. H. Lau   Wai Chee Yee      
Dennis Lee              Benson Young  
Helen Loo                        Dennis Yuen  
  

Please notify the office at 536 -8418 when you no 
longer require intercessory prayers, and to add 
or remove a name from the list.  If you would like 
more information about those listed, please 
contact Membership Chair, Donna Chang  

Norman Chang 
Leslie Char 
Colton Ching 
Rodney Chong 
Wendianne Chu 
Donovan Chun 
Joni Chun 
Daphne Ikeda 
Gina Kerr 
Virginia Leong 
Clayton Loui 
Nellie Lum 

Yvette Lum 
John Matapua 
Kenneth Nishimura 
Dwight Ovitt 
Amy Pang 
Dallas Shen 
Georgette Silva 
Troy Small 
Gerald Toyama 
Linda Tribbia 
Wai Chee Yee 
Stanneth Yuen 
Dennis Yuen 


